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BEWARE LOCKJAW ! 

FOURTH OF JULY WOUNDS SHOULD BE TREATED WITH LOCKJAW ANTI- 
TOXIN. 

Lest the overenthusiastic celebration of the Fourth this year lead 
to an increased number of persons being injured by firecrackers, fire- 
works, pistol and cannon shot wounds, Surg. Gen. Blue of the United 
States Public Health Service has issued a reminder that injuries of 
this character are often followed by tetanus (lockjaw) unless they are 
promptly and properly treated by a physician. In addition to 
adequate surgical treatment by the physician, treatment of all 
such wounds should include an injection of tetanus antitoxin, and 
this can almost always be obtained from the State health authorities. 



THE RELATION OF THE RAILROADS TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH. 1 

In assuming control of the railroads of the United States the Gov- 
ernment, as you are well aware, organized the United States Railroad 
Administration. The Railroad Administration in developing its 
organization appointed a committee on health and medical relief to 
make a survey of the surgical and medical field in so far as it related 
to the railroads and to make such recommendations as the committee 
deemed advisable on this subject, and as the result of its survey. 

The committee has been making extensive trips, and expects to 
continue making such trips, over the various railroads within the 
jurisdiction of the United States Railroad Administration in order 
to complete the survey. During our inspections many matters of 
interest have developed. Our knowledge gained while going over 
the southern region substantiates recent literature on the subject of 
the control of malaria in the South and reveals the fact that the rail- 
roads are in part responsible for the continuance of malaria. 

The embankments used in railroad construction often impede the 
natural flow of water and frequently there are no culverts or bridges 
to permit the natural drainage which existed before the railroads 
were built. Again, the bottoms of culverts are often too high to 

■ Paper presented to the conference of the State and Territorial health authorities with the United States 
Public Health Service, Washington, D. C, June 5, 1919, by the committee on health and medical relief, 
United States Railroad Administration, and read by Dr. D. Z. Dunott, chairman of the committee. 
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